depressing effect on the heart, less often causes nausea and vomiting, and is probably safer in large doses; 4 mgm. have been given without ill-effect, though in other cases the same dose has caused severe diarrhcea and cardiac and respiratory distress. The disadvantage is its expense, the price of an ampoule containing 05 mgm. of the drug, being ninepence. Dr. P. HAMILL: Whatever may be the mechanism of the weakness and fatigability of -the muscles in myasthenia gravis, physostigmine, and its ally, prostigmin, overcome it. The resulting voluntary movements are normal in type. If it is the case that nervous impulses set free acetylcholine-or some analogous substance at the nerve-endings, and that in myasthenia the supply is deficient, physostigmine, by delaying its destruction, would compensate for the lack.
On this hypothesis, defective innervation, whether resulting from some disability of the anterior-horn cells or impaired conduction of nerve-fibres, as in neuritis, should also be corrected by injection of physostigmine and prostigmin. This appears to be the case, the drugs having been used in cases of peripheral neuritis and in spinal-cord lesions with beneficial results. Muscular power is increased. As additions to massage in such cases, the drugs may help in maintaining nutrition of the paralysed muscles and thus accelerate their recovery. The economic aspects are important. A wide field of usefulness in neuromuscular disorders is -thus opened and is now being studied; the results will be communicated History.-The parents have never noticed anything wrong with the child, apart from recent epistaxis in the mornings. He is quite normal mentally. He has never had any serious illnesses and has never been jaundiced. He was sent to hospital by the school doctor, who had found an enlarged liver and spleen.
Family history.-There are seven other children, five older than the patient. All are well, and there is no ascertainable history of jaundice among them.
Condition on examination.-Slightly smaller than normal in stature. Rather -sallow complexion, but not jaundiced. A few telangiectases on the face. Abdomen somewhat tumid. Liver enlarged almost a handbreadth below the costal margin. Consistency very hard, and edge extremely sharp. Surface not obviously nodular.
Spleen also enlarged to about 2 in. below the costal margin, consistency very firm.
Investigations.-Wassermann reaction negative. Mr. JOLL said he thought that the condition was an atypical form of primary t toxicosis. There had been a considerable loss of weight and this could scarcely be as ed to the operation for perforating duodenal ulcer-which might have actually have en expected to result in an increase in the body-weight.
In addition the patient had slight tremor ancl a pulse-rate which was definitely abo' the normal at the time of examination. The type of exophthalmos was exactly that met w 1 in many elderly patients with primary thyrotoxicosis.
It must be remembered that the pulse-rate was often only very slightly increased durii , the phases of regression of the disease and that a goitre which was small in size was extremely difficult to palpate in male patients.
Lymphosarcoma.-A. L. WINGFIELD, M.D. Amos G., aged 57, farm labourer, complains of swellings in the neck which have been present for many years. They are quite painless and have not caused him trouble at any time.
October 1934: Accident necessitated removal of left eye. Since then fresh swellings have appeared. -Report: " Section shows lymphatic glands which have lost their normal structure and which are very uniform in appearance. Glands uniformly infiltrated with cells which resemble lymphocytes but have slightly larger nuclei with well-marked nuclear structure. Some of these cells are infiltrating the capsule and surrounding fat. A few mitoses can be seen. This is a lymphosarcoma." X-ray report: Increased density at both lung roots. Some cardiac enlargement is present.
Dr. DUNCAN WHITE said he did not agree with the opinion that these tumours were radio-resistant. Every radiologist knew that there was no growth which gave a more satisfactory immediate response to radiation-therapy, but of course sooner or later recurrence was inevitable and, with each recurrence, the radio-sensitivity was diminished.
